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MINES SAFETY AND INSPECTION AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

Committee 

The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Matthew Swinbourn) in the chair; Hon Alannah MacTiernan (Minister for 
Regional Development) in charge of the bill. 

Clause 1: Short title — 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I explored with the minister in respect of the Occupational Safety and Health 
Amendment Bill certain examples that were cited in the second reading speech as justification or support for the 
policy of the bill. I note that in the second reading speech for the Mines Safety and Inspection Amendment Bill no 
specific cases are said to have resulted in penalties that are so low as to warrant an increase of the maximum. 
Indeed, it seems to me the justification for seeking an increase in the several maxima is a sound one and quite in 
contrast with the way the Occupational Safety and Health Amendment Bill was presented. Perhaps the minister 
will be able to assist with whether there has been any trend or any particular case in the government’s knowledge 
that has suggested that compliance will be improved if the penalties are changed in the manner proposed. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: I have canvassed this extensively in dealing with the other piece of legislation. 
It is an important principle that we keep the penalties for WorkSafe in the Mines Safety and Inspection Act in 
alignment. We have explained the reasons we believe we need to increase the penalties and, as I say, it is a very, 
very important principle that we do not see a separation between those two different regimes. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I am obliged for that and I understand that. I was asking whether the minister is 
aware of any particular case that has suggested the available penalties have not been sufficient to enforce the safety 
regime under the current legislation. 

Hon ALANNAH MacTIERNAN: As we have explained, we have set out cases in relation to the other bill. It is 
absolutely essential that these two bills remain in alignment. I have no particular cases before me in relation to the 
Mines Safety and Inspection Act, but, as I said, we cannot allow there to be a splitting of the two regimes. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: That is all I wanted to know—a simple no would have sufficed. I understand the 
principle involved and I understand the desire to keep the penalties aligned. 

I might just foreshadow clause 2 for a moment; it will save time down the track. I take it there is no particular 
reason that the bill cannot come into operation upon royal assent and, again, the standard drafting practice has been 
picked up and the government will move for proclamation at the earliest opportunity. 

Hon Alannah MacTiernan: Correct. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 2 to 4 put and passed. 

Title put and passed. 
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